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With an Assertion a IdP confirms to 

a SP the identity of an subject 

including the used authentication 

method 

SAML defines a number of protocol 

messages, e.g.  

authentication request, artifact 

resolution or single logout 

Bindings specify how the various 

messages can be carried over 

underlying transport protocols, e.g. 

HTTP redirect or POST 

SAML profiles define how the SAML 

assertions, protocols, and bindings 

are combined and constrained to 

provide greater interoperability in 

particular usage scenarios, e.g. Web 

Browser SSO Profile 
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